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conditions of the liquor trade as a national nuisance which must   CHAP.
be brought under some kind of civic control; he says that if "a v-----^^L^
priest-ridden nation is very much to be pitied, a publican-ridden 'T-
nation is very much to be despised". 'The principle I contend
for and to which I give my unqualified adhesion is that it is the
right of the community to have absolute control over a trade
which directly affects their moral, social and physical interests."l
But at the same time he refuses to condemn or penalise publicans
as a class, and he speaks on methods of constructive legislation
in a spirit of practical good sense far in advance of his hearers.
This address was amongst the most powerful yet fairest ever
made on the drink question in England.
On education he made one of the keenest speeches in the whole
struggle when he addressed in the autumn of 1871 the third
annual meeting of the League.2 No gathering of Liberals so
numerous and representative coming from every part of the
kingdom had ever met together to protest against the action of
a Liberal administration. Chamberlain struck home: "Under the
partial operation of compulsory bye-laws a new crime had been
created, so subtle in character that it evaporated with a paro-
chial boundary. What was a penal offence in Birmingham might
be committed at Smethwick with impunity. What was a misde-
meanour at Liverpool was none at Birkenhead. . . . Compulsion
and free schools were their keystones with unsectarianism as a
necessary condition."
VIII
We have seen very well already that he was now reaching out
far beyond the education issue to a new conception of national
reform and social organisation; but here it is convenient to com-
plete the separate record of the Nonconformist revolt against
the Gladstone Government.
He accuses Eorster of "straining the powers of his depart-
ment as they had never been strained before in order to put into
force the obnoxious powers of the 25th Clause" against dis-
senters.3 Prom the beginning of 1872, at the Free Trade Hall,
Manchester, and elsewhere, he calls upon Nonconformists to
1 Birmingham Town Hall, JSTovem- 2 Hold at Birmingham on October
her 21, 1871.                                          17 and 18, 1871.
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